
 

Hello, My name is Robbin Whachell, and I am the president of the 

Hoy-Scott Watershed Society. 

 

I met Chris Hamming in 2014 when I joined the Hoy-Scott Watershed] 

Society. It was soon after that I learned that Chris was one of the Society’s 

founding members.  

 

The watershed society was formed in 2002 and is a not-for-profit, volunteer 

run environmental stewardship group, that conducts a salmon 

enhancement program in partnership with the City of Coquitlam, and the 

Department of Fisheries and Oceans Canada. We are actively involved in 

watershed restoration, public awareness, education and preservation. 

 

While holding positions on the executive for many years, Chris was a daily 

feeder, which meant that for him, every Monday he came down to the Hoy 

Creek Hatchery to check on our salmon, take temperatures, record data 

and feed the salmon. It amazed me that he also did similar at Tynehead 

Hatchery.  

 

Some may not know that Chris was pivotal in promoting “salmon in the 

classroom” a project where schools would raise salmon from egg to fry and 

then release them into a local stream.  

 



After first watching Chris lead his salmon education performance at our 

annual Salmon Come Home event in Coquitlam, --- and I call it ‘a 

performance’, because no one taught the life cycle of the salmon like Chris, 

I introduced him after that as our ‘famous salmon educator’.  

 

Chris had his audience glued to his every word. Children’s eyes would go 

as big as Chris’ when he would explain why you should never walk on the 

gravel in the stream during the fall... Because if you did...you could become 

known as... ‘a salmon killer!’  He knew how to make science interesting, fun 

and relatable. Did you know that salmon alevin carry their food in their 

yoke-sac stomachs like we carry lunch kits? 

 

For the past two years I kept telling Chris that we must professionally video 

his salmon talk so that he could be remembered, and that we would have 

something to go on to try and replicate his magic. Sadly, we never got that 

done, although I was pleased to find a couple cellphone video snippets to 

send to Henrietta.  

 

Chris certainly lived to teach, inspire, and share his knowledge.  

 

In 2018 at our Salmon Come Home event, we were pleased to be able to 

honour and acknowledge Chris for his years of service, and his contribution 

to our society.  

 



On a personal note, it was Chris that got me into dragon boating. One night 

at the hatchery he said he had to get going to ‘training’.  When I asked him 

for what, he talked to me about dragon boating like it was the greatest sport 

on earth. He welcomed me to check out the team website, and perhaps 

give it a try. I went home and did just that. Today I’m the assistant captain 

of the Nothin’ Dragon Masters, and I’m proud to have known Chris ... by the 

stream and on the water.  

 

On behalf of my society colleagues, we will miss his leadership, warm 

smile, positive attitude and can-do spirit, but we also have many fond and 

happy memories to cherish.  

 

Thank you. 

 

 

 
 


